
 

 

Orange County Public Schools prepares for 2018 Hurricane Season 

June 1, 2018 – Coming off an active hurricane 
season that closed schools for six days, Orange 
County Public Schools is prepared for the start of 
the 2018 hurricane season. The district 
continually assesses and updates its 
comprehensive all hazards emergency 
management plans, and takes steps to ensure 
readiness of school facilities, staff, students and 
families. 
  
Current actions include:  

·         Information about the Disaster Preparedness Sales Tax Holiday from June 1-7 was sent 
home to parents in a Connect Orange message on May 30, the last day of school, to 
employees via email, and reminded the public through social media and website 
communications. 

 
·         During the week of June 1-7, the OCPS Safety and Emergency Management (SEM) 

Department will distribute hurricane readiness resources and discuss with district 
employees the need for hurricane emergency kits and items to include. 

 
·         On June 9, Cypress Creek High will host the annual Orange County Hurricane 

Expo from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

·         OCPS school principals will attend district provided training on emergency evacuation 
shelter operations in June. 

  
Two webinars have been scheduled for school administrators to learn more on how to conduct 
emergency drills and tabletop exercises. The webinars will be available online for those who are 
unable to attend the live sessions. 
  
Additionally, the district prepares through the school year for emergencies. Here are some of 
the highlights: 

·         SEM team members completed the Red Cross Hurricane Shelter Operations Training in 
April and attended the Florida Governor’s Hurricane Conference in May.  



·         The district, in partnership with the Red Cross and Orange County Emergency 
Management, surveyed 43 OCPS emergency evacuation shelter sites and determined 
there is an available capacity of 17,785 to support emergency evacuations.  

·         Safety and Emergency Management coordinated continuous improvement activities 
based on lessons learned during Hurricane Irma. These activities centered on improved 
preparedness and readiness capabilities. 

·         Two severe weather drills are conducted at each school location during the school year.  

·         Teachers and staff members participate in various emergency preparedness training and 
educational activities during the school year.  

·         Safety and Emergency Management supports the use of Ready.gov to gather 
information and resources to prepare individuals and their families for the hurricane 
season (Ready.gov/Hurricanes). 

Orange County Public Schools has also redistributed the 2018-19 school calendar to remind 
families about the prioritized bad weather days:  

Priority Date Current Use 

1 October 26, 2018 Professional Day/Student Holiday 

2 November 19, 2018 Thanksgiving Break 

3 November 20, 2018 Thanksgiving Break 

4 November 21, 2018 Thanksgiving Break 

5 February 18, 2019 President's Day Holiday 

6 March 22, 2019 Spring Break 

7 March 21, 2019 Spring Break 

8 March 20, 2019 Spring Break 

9 March 19, 2019 Spring Break 

10 March 18, 2019 Spring Break 

 

(For more information, please contact Media Promotions at 407.317.3458)  

OCPS EEO Non-Discrimination Statement  

The School Board of Orange County, Florida, does not discriminate in admission or access to, or treatment or employment in its 
programs and activities, on the basis of race, color, religion, age, sex, national origin, marital status, disability, genetic information, 
sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, or any other reason prohibited by law. The following individuals at the Ronald 
Blocker Educational Leadership Center, 445 W. Amelia Street, Orlando, Florida 32801, attend to compliance matters: Equal 
Employment Opportunity (EEO) Officer & Title IX Coordinator: Jared Brooks; ADA Coordinator: Michael D. Graf; Section 504 
Coordinator: Latonia Green. (407.317.3200)  


